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Now revised and updated for the digital era, the classic bestseller > has helped hundreds of

thousands of people communicate with wit, confidence, and enthusiasm for more than a

generation.Small-talk expert Don Gabor has completely revised and updated this definitive guide,

showing how to combine essential techniques in the art of conversation with necessary skills for

communicating in the twenty-first century. By following the simple and dynamic guidelines in this

easy-to-read book, youâ€™ll be ready to strike up a great conversation anytime,

anywhereâ€”whether youâ€™re at a cocktail party or chatting online. Learn how to keep the

conversation going by asking the right questions, using body language effectively, and avoiding

conversation pitfalls. Combining his tried-and-true methods with a whole new section on

communicating online and through social networking, Don Gabor shows you how to: Â· Identify your

personal conversation styleÂ· Engage in online conversations using proper etiquette and securityÂ·

Turn online conversations into face-to-face relationshipsÂ· Boost your personal and professional

speaking skills to the next level Packed with charts, hundreds of opening lines, real-life examples,

FAQs, helpful hints, and solid professional advice, How to Start a Conversation and Make Friends

will help you connect with others at home, work, online, in person, and everywhere in between.
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I am a pastor who has a gift of gab and a number of friends, some of them close. My sister (who is

the ultimate friendly person) and I were raised by parents who knew how to converse well, so we

picked up these skills in a natural setting. We are both real schmoozers. My wife is also highly



relational. So, unlike many self-help book reviewers, I am reviewing from a different perspective: I

did not read this book for personal growth reasons (I do read books on other subjects to address my

weak spots, however), but to try to help instruct others who struggle here.For many years, I have

dealt with folks who wanted to learn to converse and make friends. When one is brought up with

those skills, it becomes difficult to enumerate exactly what it is we talkers do. When I read, "How to

Start a Conversation and Make Friends," I said to myself, "Yep. This is a lot of what we (and many

other people strong in this area) do." Gabor has organized and put into outline form the most basic

principles of conversation and friendship initiation. And that is a whole lot more helpful than saying,

"I don't know. We just do it!"Gabor also allows for differing personalities and relational styles.

Although we may have to leave our comfort zone (in time, change becomes comfortable), we need

to be who we are and converse with others based upon who they are.Please understand that this

book is limited in its scope. It can help people initiate friendships, but it does not direct one toward

relational depth. This book can help folks make a number of casual friends but not necessarily close

friends. For deeper communication, I suggest William Backus' book, "Telling Each Other the Truth,"

a volume that addresses matters like conflict resolution, honesty, etc.

Now before anyone can change how they are they have to accept they have a problem and to really

want to change it. Once I realized that I had few friends and I had trouble commmunicating with

others I went on a journey to find help. I found help in this book. "How To Start A Conversation And

Make Friends" explains all of the simple things which can be done to have an outstanding effect on

your relationships. With this book you learn how to master the art of conversation. By doing this you

get to have more friends and better friends. People will like you more and you will find people you

like. I noticed that I was being a much better conversationalist after reading the first few chapters!

The book is very easy to understand and I flew right through it. Although it is easy to understand it

has a lot of info so you have to pay attention to every tidbit. I reviewed a few chapters cause I felt I

may have missed something important. When reading the book I found myself saying "Why didn't I

think of that?". Everything just seems so logical. We have so many opportunities we just miss and

we make people think we don't want to talk and we fail to see how foolish we are. Who would have

thought that a smile, a nod of the head, and having open arms would make people approach you!

Its so simple and yet we fail to do it. Why didn't I learn this in school? I often feel like I am talking too

much about myself. I will ask questions to show interest for other people, but I still feel like I am

being egocentric when the conversation ball is in my hand and I am talking about myself. I don't

think the book addressed this..
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